THE  INTERMEDIATE  YEARS

King was at Doberan, else I should not have understood
the D. in your letter. Nor yet had I heard that he was
going to Carlsruhe on the 13th. I should no longer find
his Majesty if I wanted to go there. I know, too, from
experience, that apparitions of this sort are unwelcome;
they lead his Majesty to assume ambitious and pushing
intentions on my part, which, God knows, are very far
from me. I am so well satisfied to be his Majesty's am-
bassador in Paris that I would ask for nothing but the cer-
tainty of remaining in this position till 1875. Procure
me this or any other certainty, and I will paint angels'
wings on your photograph ! . . .

* What do you mean by " end of this session " ? Can
that be so definitely fixed beforehand ? Will it not rather
be merged in the winter session without any interval?
And can the Chambers be closed without any conclusion
about the budget ? I do not want to answer with a dis-
tinct negative, it depends upon the plan of campaign. I
am just setting out for Montpellier, thence by way of
Lyons to Paris. Please direct to me there, and give my
kindest regards to your family.

' In faithful friendship,

1 Your
' v. B.' *

In Paris I received the following telegram, the signa-
ture of which had been agreed upon:

'Berlin : le 18 Septeirbre.

c Periculum in mora.    D6pechez-vous.   .

' L'oncle de Maurice,

' HENNING/

1 Bismarck Letters (6th edit.), pp. 263, 264. Also Roon's Denkwiirdig-
keiten, ii.4 117 &c.
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